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lion about a particular child is that obtained by studying
his background, developmental history, and behavior.

The second kind of information included in this book
concerns typical sequences of behavior. For example, what
can be expected ol a baby at birth? What development in
motor ability and in language ability usually takes place in
the early years? What can a five-year-old do under par-
ticular environmental conditions; what will he remember;
what kind of play is interesting and valuable for him? A
knowledge of these central tendencies in behavior helps the
parent and teacher to see wherein the behavior of a par-
ticular child differs from the reported behavior of other
children in somewhat similar environments. Without such
knowledge it would be impossible to identify the exceptional
child

We are oven more concerned with the best development
of every child than with their average development. Less
attention, however, has been given to individual differences
than to central tendencies in behavior at a given age. Yet
it is just as important for a teacher or parent to know the
range as the central tendency with respect to children's
motor ability, memory, reasoning, and other characteristics,

An infant's repertory of reactions is relatively simple. As
he grows older and environment increasingly exerts its
influence on him, the number of possible responses he may
make becomes greater. This increasing complexity of be-
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havior may be represented diagrummatieally by an inverted
triangle, the apex representing the child at birth, and the